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This invention relates to a honey bee brooder 
and it is an object of the invention fo provide a 
brooder which allows the placing therein of one 
or more whole hives. 
It is also an object of the invention to provide 5 
a brooder of this kind fo receive the whole hive 
or hives and wherein automatically controlled 
heating means are provided for maintaining, 
When desired, the temperature ata static level 
both within and surrounding the hive to stimu- 0 
late the queen as well as the brood to obtain 
.faster development of the hive, or nuclear. 
The invention also has for an object to provide 
a brooder which will hasten the production of 
worker bees as well as the volume of the bees pro- 15 
duced by a single hive, and more especially for 
the quick production of queen bees, or nuclear. 
The invention consists in the details of con- 
struction and in the combination and arrange- 
ment of the several parts of my improved honey 20 
bee brooder, whereby certain advantages are at- 
tained, as will be hereinafter more fully set forth. 
In order that my invention may be better un- 
derstood, I will now proceed to describe the saine 
with reference to the accompanying drawings, 25 
wherein: 
Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of a honey" 
bee brooder constructed in accordance with an 
embodiment of the invention. 
Figure 2 is a view of back in elevation; 30 
Figure 3 is a sectional view taken substantially 
on the line 3--3 of Figure 2, looking in the direc- 
tions of the arrows; and 
Figure 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken 
substantially on the line 4--4 of Figure 2, with 35 
parts in plan. 
In the embodiment of the invention as illus- 
trated in the accompanying drawings, the honey 
bee brooder comprises a housing including a bot- 
tom panel B, a top panel T, a front panel F, a 40 
back panel P and side panels S. 
The bottom panel B and the top panel T are 
substantially of the saine construction. Each of 
these panels is herein disclosed as rectangular in 
plan within the marginal portions dened by the 45 
depending flanges I. 
The front and back panels F and P sligtly 
inward of their side or edges are provided on the 
inner faces with the cleats 2 which are abutted 
by the side marginal portions of the side panels 50 
S which fit snugly between the panels F and P. 
The panels S are held in place by the headed 
members 3, disposed throug the panels S and 
penetrating the cleats 2. 
The rear panel P has ifs major portion 4 cut out 55 
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to provide an entrance to allow a honey bee hive 
fo be readily placed within or removed from the 
housing. This entrance extends from the bot- 
tom of the panel Pto a point closely adjacent 
the top end thereof and also extends from a point 
closely adjacent to one side of the panel P entirely 
across to the opp0site side. 
The entrance opening 4 is closed by an imper- 
forated door § which when in closed position, 
tightly enages within the opening § with a  side 
marginal portion overlapping and contacting le 
adjacent vertical edge of the side panel S af the 
open side of the opening 4. The opposite mar- 
ginal portion of the door § is hingediy connected, 
ai 6, fo the adjacent relatively narrow portion 7 
of the panel P. The door § swings outwardiy 
when moving into open position and the closing 
movement of the door is limited by contact of 
the door with the free vertical edge portion of 
the side panel S, of the opening 4. 
One Of the side panels S in its upper part is 
provided with the openings $ and $«. Exteriorly 
of the side wall S and disposed over the openings 
$, $« is a box 9, the inner face of which being 
open to assure communication between the inte- 
rior of the housing and the interior of the box 9 
through the said openings $. The outer wall 
! 0 of the box 9 is preferably glass or transparent 
to allow visual access therein. This wall or panel 
! 0 is readily slidable into or out of position fo per- 
mit access within the box 9 as desired and par- 
ticularly fo adjust the regulating contact 12 com- 
prised in the circuit maker or breaker. Coacting 
with the contact 12 is a thermostatic contact 14 
herein disclosed of a wafer type. 
Resting on the bottom panel B is an electric 
heater H of any desired type, a sub floor of copper 
screen just above heater or hive bottom so that 
a hive or hives placed within its brooder may be 
conveniently llaced thereon. 
The heater H has in communication therewith 
the conductors « and b. The conductor « passes 
out through the opening $ and is in electric con- 
nection with the thermostatic contact 14. The 
contact b passes out through the opening $« and 
is electrically connected with one of the contacts 
of a conventional switch !4« mounted on a wall 
of the box 9 and arranged exteriorly thereof. 
The second contact of the switch 14« is elec- 
trically connected by the conductor e with the 
contact 12. The contact 12 as herein set forth, 
comprises a headed member threading through 
a bracket within the box 9 but mounted on the 
adjacent panel S of the brooder. 
C'onnected in parallel with the conductors . 
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and b by the condutors  is a tell rate light | 
positioned within the box 9 but mounted on the 
panel S. 
The lower portion of the panel F is rovie 
thereacros with an entrance slot   and extend- 
ing outwardly rom the nel F along the lower 
margin of the slot  is a landg platform 8. 
The contact 2 is adjusted in accordance with 
temperature desired to bave mataed wtn 
the bro0eranwhich temrature  maintained 
automdtically ata static level-withthe brooder 
both with and surrounoEng the hive or ves 
placed with the brooder.  is o£ advantage 
as such static temperaçe stimulates the queen 
as well as the brood and r in a faster de: 
velopment of the hive which would naturally be 
retarded when the tempera.t  too low. 
terpos  the conductor c isa conventional 
dial controlled rheostat # and supporçed within 
the housi is a recgted sub-floor or botm 
9, perably a wire mesh of desired guage. This 
s'b:flbbr'  o 28 is sh0 id the adcom- 
t9p surface of the platform 8 and in a plane 
below thë entrancé slot 
A ihe oegoing ddscAPflon it  thought  
bé 5bvious that  bee booder constrüctefi in ac- 
c9danç.wth.my inventio fl is aricarly.well 
adapted for use bY reason of .the c5n#eaience and 
Ucflity-with which i my-be aembled nd 
I claire: 
Id a hondY bè bro0dèr, a retangular h0using 
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having one of ifs sides open, a hinged closure for 
said open side, a fiat electric heating element sup- 
ported within and on the bottom of said housing, 
one of the other sides of said housing having an 
5 opening adjacent the top end thereof, a second 
housing mounted on the outer side of the said 
one side and enclosing said opening, a thermo- 
stat within said second housing immediately in 
front of said opening for controlling an electric 
current supply to said heating element, the side 
of the flrst housing opposite fr0m said hinged 
closure having an entrance opening spaced above 
the plane of the top side of said heating element, 
a landing platform mounted on the outer side 
of the latter side of the flrst housing immediately 
5elow sáid entrance opening, and a false bottom 
of a wire mesh within the flrst housing spaced 
above he top side of said heating element and 
substantially in line with the bottom side of said 
entrance opening. 
TWIGGS  BENNETT. 
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